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Practicing a Faith that is Heart Deep and Worl.. ...Je
Some of wus remember the old song from

The |yrics, accompanied by hand motion
fountain flowing deep and wide.d6 This
Goddés |l ove and grace that flows odeep

|t also occurs to me that this simple song offers a succinct summary of our purpose as a people of faith.
The San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church is a community of faith thatis committed to the goal of

inviting and enabling people to practi
A faith that is oOheart deepdé is a fait
enabling an ever deepening relationshi

faith is a personal faith.

On the other hand, a oworld wided fait
rest of the world, one that is fully m
|l east of these, you have done it unto

John Wesley, founder of Methodism, was quite clear in this thinking as well as his preaching that a

vibrant faith is both personal and social, one that grows in its practice of both spiritual discipline and

social service. I n essence, faith isnd
of either/or, but of both/and.

This issue of The Compass is one that includes a wide variety of programs and ministry opportunities

that we trust wil/ encourage those who
oworld wided6 in its scope.

Blessings on the Way,

Ron Dunn
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United Methodist Preschool

Our United Methodist Preschool believes in providing a safe and friendly developmental
program to promote the growth of each child socially, physically, emotionally, intellectually,
and spiritually. Close parent-teacher contact supports the individual needs of each child. The
United Methodist Preschool offers parent-teacher conferences twice a year, and Kindergarten
readiness evaluations in the spring. The program includes Bible stories told by a pastor and wel-
comes children of every race and creed. Parents often choose our preschool for its warm, family
feel.

Contadfelley Cochran, Director (837-2788)

Preschool Commission

A committee of church members or constituents administers the United Methodist Preschool, a commu-
nity outreach of the church. This group meets monthly to make decisions regarding staff, program, and
budget of the Mondayf Friday program.

Contact: Terry Sherman (735-0473)

]
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Worship Opportunities

We offer three Sunday Services. Child care is provided at all services.

Traditional Worship Services begin at 8:15 and 9:30am in the sanctuary.

Worship includes traditional liturgy and hymns. Sunday School for all ages is at 3:30.

oLiving Water, 6 a contemporary

Danville Boulevard

\ Front Entrance & Parking

Administration
Fireside Rm.
Justice
Bldg
Sanctuary Parking lot
Courtyard g
:l Classrooms
;|
| ]
Ch'ld Cal'-E—y * — Classrooms
Children’s Waesley Canter Fellowship/Great Hall
Bldg.

e @B

For current information throughout the year, reference our website at srvume.org.

srvumec.org
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On Pins and Needles: Foundation Quilting

This group meets quarterly on Saturday mornings from 9:307 12:30.
leader: Marge Wood

Contact: Karen Steffy (648-2913) Buckndear@yahoo.com

This group was formed at the request of Michael Stephenson in memory of Sharon Stephenson. The de-
sire is to have fun! The hope is to make items throughout the year to be sold annually, proceeds to be
donated to the youth program. The dream is to donate enough money to sponsor one youth per year to
attend a mission trip in remembrance of Sharon Stephenson.

Young Couples Dinner Out

A group of young couples who go out to eat together once a month, usually on the third Friday night. Al
young couples invited.

Contact: Elizabeth and Travis Gilbert (410 846-8360-Travis)

Dinner for Eight

Meet four times per year (September, November, January, and March) in groups of eight for informal
dinners. Guestlist rotates each time. One couple hosts and provides the entrée while their quests pro-
vide the appetizer, salad, and dessert.

Contact: Vera Robinson (837-0243). or Dean & Barb McWilliams (837-0971)

Supper Club

For couples who are raising young children. Format similar to Dinner for Eight with three quarterly small
group dinners and one annual family event Guest lists and assignments vary each quarter. One joins the
group for at leasta year and hopefully longer commitment.

Contact: Kathy Kennedy (743-3717)

srvumc.org
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Social and Recreational Opportunities

Adventuresome Seniors

For any adult who admits to
the month, internal and guest speakers, and outings around the Bay Area.

Contact: Dawn Boyd, 837-0243

being a 0s

Bowling
Meeting Days: Monday Evenings (September-May)
Contact: Paul Kuelz, 831-3128

Bridge Builders

Meeting Days: I Saturday of the month, 7:00pm

You dondét need to be a bridge
Contact: Paula Boswell, 837-3743

master t

Prayer Shawl Program

A group that gathers twice per month to pray and knit. New babies receive hand-made blankets and
people facing one of | ifeds transition
group.

Contact: Bette Smith, 838-4636, bette856-srvumc@yahoo.com

srvumec.org
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Spiritual Growth

Sunday School

Chil drends
Sunday 3:30am
Contact: Dawn Boyd, 837-5243

Our Preschool Class is for children who are three years of age by September 2008 through those who
anticipate entering kindergarten in fall 2009.

Sunday School

Our Rotation Sunday School program is for children in kindergarten through fifth grade. It comprises

four to five week sessions on a topic that is explored in a new way each week, using Art, Music and

Dance, Creative Cooking, Storytelling/Drama/Puppets, Video, Computers, Science, or Games and

Puzzles. The fall begins with o6The Burning
unit on Abraham and Sarah, Oct. 19A Nov. IE. follows a special Heifer Project Sunday on October 12. The

Advent / Christmas unit begins November 23,

ath Grade Club is an opportunity for fifth graders to become better acquainted and learn about Middle
School in public school and at SRVUME. Starting in January we will meet on Sundays after worship.

Youth Ministry Sunday School
Middle Schificddes 6-7)

9:30-10:30am, Room 206 and 204

Counselors: Devon Drake and Carol Warnock

A place to ask questions about what it means to be and actlike a Christian.

srvumc.org
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Confirmation Classke 8)
§:30-11:00am, September 7, 2008-May 17, 2008, Room 206 and 204
Counselors: Marla Nakaso, Sandy Pihowich, and Dory Schramm

An opportunity for 8" graders to learn about Methodism, affirm their belief in Christ, and join the
Church. This class meets Sunday mornings and includes fieldtrips and service opportunities.

Confirmation Dinner is in May 2009.

www.cokesbury.com

Confirmation Classes 3-12)
Sundays, Times TBA, September 28, 2008-May 2008, Room 206

Teacher: Michael Stephenson

Will participate in field trips and service projects with 8th grade Confirmation class. This class is
intended for those that, for whatever reason, missed the 8th grade Confirmation opportunity.

High Schdbdes 3-12)

5:30-10:30am, Room 206 and 204

Counselors: Lea Hickman, Rebecca Ten Elshof, Anne Kuelz

A place to talk with friends and adult Christians about the Bible, faith and being a Christian.

Adult Sunday School

Lheck website, srvume. org, Adult Ministries, for current adult Sunday morming topics throughout the yesr.

Adult Discussion Class
Sunday 3:30am, Room 20?2

Contacts: Sally Schlager, 736-2a03, Dawn Boyd, 837-5243,

Adult Sunday school offers a variety of topics covered by both internal and guest speakers. All are

srvumec.org
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area of your interest such as art, cooking, or games. Contact: Dawn Boyd

Child Care Help

Child care volunteers help out during Sunday morning worship hours, small group meetings and special
events. Opportunities also available for paid staff. Contact: Angela Norton, 397-4795 or Dawn Boyd

Ushers

Greet and seat worshippers, help collect offering.

Contacts: Ron Dunn, 837-0243 for 8:13 or llam services; Brian Steffy, 648-2319 for 9:30am service.

Coffee Hour Host/Hostess

Team members assist with the set-up and serving of refreshments following church services. Provide a
friendly face to visitors, and new and long-time members. Volunteers serve after a single church
service once every 3-4 months. Contact: HollyAnn Melton 473-3867, hollyannmelton(@yahoo.com

Worship Service Greeters
Welcome new and returning members, answer questions and give directions as needed.
Contact: Bill Van Bezey, 838-4104, vanboneye @sbcglobal.net

Office Volunteers

Assist church staff with general office duties weekly or during times of heavy workload or when a staff
member is absent. Please |et the office staff know of your interest in this vital area to our church life.

Contact: Vera Robinson, 837-5243, vrobinson@srvume.org

Care of Church Grounds

Assist with the maintenance of the church grounds. Includes mowing, trimming, weeding, planting,
watering, etc. Volunteer as available. Contact: Boyd Hasik, 838-1187

srvumc.org
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Youth Ministries

Develops programs and classes to support youth spiritual growth and education. Includes Sunday
School, Fellowship opportunities and summer programs. Chairperson: Michael Stephenson 837-0243

Worship Commission
Provides support for the logistics and liturgical elements of the worship service and maintenance of the

sanctuary. Co-Chairpersons: Danni Sherman 736-2516 & Julie Shipp 362-9466

Missions Council

The Mission Council is responsible for the overall direction, coordination and sponsorship of our Mission
Program. Please see Opportunities in Mission. Chairperson: Lyn Arscott 820-2095

Commission on Church and Society

Church and Society is responsible for bringing social issues to the awareness of the congregation. The
commission meets the Znd Sunday of the month after worship. Contact: Laura Macomber 820-2139

The Martin Luther King Peacemakers

A group committed to working for peace, reports to Church and Society. Meets monthly 4th Monday.
brown-bag lunch, 12:00-1:30pm, Fireside Room. All welcome. Contact: Tom Kring 368-0605

Welcome Team

The Welcome Team coordinates our efforts to invite, welcome, integrate, and send people into service
ministry. This includes calling visitors, coffee hour hospitality, Sunday morning greeters, Discovery (new
member) Classes, and communications in various forms. Coordinator: Esther Ray-Burns 328-0283

Childrenés Sunday School Teachers

Serve as part of a rotating team for the Preschool Class, or lead a 4 to B week Rotation SS Class in an
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welcome on a drop-in basis. /he Valley Messengerprovides updates on current and upcoming classes
and speakers.

Uncommon Conversations
Sundays 9:30-10:30am, Conference Room

Leaders: Ron Dunn, Heather Hammer

A conversation with the pastor
come from the Uncommaon lectionary. Drop-ins are welcome.

Ministry of Parenting
Sundays 9:40-10:30am, Room 203

leader: Michael Stephenson

For our parent Sunday school class, we will use several different resources and focus on your stories as
well Parenting is the mostltisypaitotomsshiritushjoorndy,
although many times it feels like a separate reality in our lives. The hope, for this gathering, is that we
can discover ways to use spiritual practices in our daily encounters with our children and give each other
needed support as we |earn about our individual challenges.

History of Christian Thought, Part Il
Sundays 9:15-10:40am, with the exception of the first Sunday of each month, Fireside Room

Leader: Patrick Davis

This class covers the Protestant Reformation to the Twentieth Century and welcomes any adult who has
completed at | east Disciple | AHisodyie
Christian Thought, Val. IIl.

di

srvumc.org
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Adult Ministries

Bible Study and Education

Disciple Bible Study

Registration is required for Disciple Bible Study. Contact Dawn Boyd for more information. Once you
have completed Disciple |, you are welcome to participate in the other Disciple classes in any order.
Disciple classes span across approximately 32 weeks and start in the fall.

Disciplechyering 83% of the Bible, will not be offered this fall, please contact Dawn Boyd for
information on future classes and please see Invitation to the Bible classes offered below.

Disciple Benesis, Exodus, Luke and Acts, will be led by Phyllis Meyer, Thursdays 12:00-
2:00pm in the Fireside Room, beginning September |1,

Invitation to the Bitléwice of three eight-week classes:
Wednesdays 7:00-8:30pm, SRVUMC Room TRA, Sep. 3 Oct. 22, 2008, Leader: Judy Benedict

Thursdays 7:00-8:30pm, Fireside Room, Oct. 2/ Nov. 20, 2008, Leader: Heather Hammer
Thursdays 10:00-11:30am, Fireside Room, Oct. 2/ Nov. 20, 2008, Leader: Dawn Boyd
Or i @lbtamafitesidedioom: Thursday, S

Description: This in-depth introduction to the Bible includes daily preparation (reading and writing) by

class members, a weekly meeting based on small group discussion, and a video component for insights

from Biblical scholars which sets the Scriptures in context. The study approaches the Hebrew Scriptures

by inviting participants to hear the st
OVvoi ces 6 Murfativetpobmehistoty and Iprdpheticut@rance atl hevexthdir own

distinctive characteristics and purpose, arising out of a particular historical, social, and cultural

seting Under standing fully the story of God
these various ways the story is told throughout the Old Testament. A similar 8-week study of the New

Testament will begin in January.

Dawnds Group

srvumec.org
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Chairperson: Jim McKnight 837-1827

Finance Committee

Responsible for the financial planning and for funding the ministry of the church. Responsible for the
development of the church budget. Chairperson: Brad Tolstedt 820-0630

Endowment Fund Committee
Develops and administers the endowment fund for SRVUMC. Chairperson: Dick Lam 930-0707

Memorials and Gifts Committee

Manages special gifts to the church and sees that the wishes of the donor are honored.

Co-Chairpersons: Nancy Tiedemann, 828-4804, Linda Eberline 837-1835

StaffParish Relations Committee

Acts as a OHuman Resourceo committee
and the pastors/staff of the church. Helps them to achieve goals, evaluating their progress and
effectiveness, and sharing ideas. Chairperson: Terry Sherman 733-0875

Committee on Lay Leadership

This committee gets to know the congregation, learns their gifts and interests, and finds the best
candidates for leadership positions within the church. Chairperson: Ron Dunn 837-5243

Adult Ministries
Develops programs and classes to support adult spiritual growth and education. Includes Adult Bible

Study, Sunday School, and Fellowship. Chairperson: Sally Schlager 736-2503

srvumc.org
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Bay Area Alliance for Youth and Family Services

9 Founded by Rev. Patrick E. Davis for the purpose of providing support for girls, ages 10 to 17.
A The Bay Area Alliance provides a program of quality educational and residential services for
girls who are at risk for abuse and neglect. The Bay Area Alliance supports girls who are
either moving toward reunification with their families or emancipation toward independent
living at age eighteen. Volunteers provide mentoring, support social and entertainment activities and
provide educational or life skills sessions with residents. Contact: Rev Patrick Davis, B09-6930

Church World Sedemp Walk P &NE s

Make a difference in your community and in the world. Help Crop Walk stop hunger. Walk or sponsor a
Crop Walker. CROP Walks, our community-based fund raising events, raise money for local hunger-
fighting agencies as well as the international relief and development efforts of Church Waorld Service.
The next Crop Walk is Oct. 7. Contact: Heather Hammer.

Church Administrative and Service Positions

There are a number of ways to support and serve the church through participation and service on
church boards and committees. Contact Ron Dunn or Heather Hammer, 837-5243 to find out more
about these service opportunities. Ron Dunn serves as our chair of the Lay Leadership Committee. We
need communications volunteers to help with web site management and publicity in the community.

Administrative Board

The 0Governing Boardo6é6 of the church.
setting and establishes policies and priorities. Members vote on proposals brought forth by other
committees and approve the annual operating budget. Chairperson: Jim Burk 946-1192

Board of Trustees

Responsible for all supervision and ov
ondé committee. Vol unteers are wel come

srvumec.org
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Friday Morning Menos
Fri dalylamsopm?2@ : 3 0
Contact: Ron Dunn, 837-9243, rdunnl@srvumc.org

A discussion group covering a variety of books to reflect on faith and life. Drop-ins are welcome any
week.

Group

Discovery Class

Four classes throughout the year. Each class is four weeks in length. Class dates announced in /72
Valley Messenger: Fall 2008 class: Sep. 217 Oct. 12, 4:00-8:00pm, join church on Oct. 12th.

Contact: Ron Dunn or Heather Hammer, 837-0243

It you would like to know mare about SRVUMC and its ministry, or if you would like to become a member
of the church, this class is
you can best fitin. For registration form contact Shannon Dever, 837-0243.

The Afternoon Book Group
3" Manday, 1:00pm, Room 202

All women of the church and community are welcome to join the Afternoon Book Group on a regular
basis or when a book interests her. Check /72 Valley Messengertor current books.

United Methodist Women

Znd Tuesday of each month, 10:30am-1:00pm. Wesley Center. Program is usually followed by lunch.
Contact: Bonnie Roberts, 846-2035, badbrindie[@comeast.net

This mission-based organization is open to all women of the church. In December, a tea is held on the 2™
Saturday in lieu of the reqular meeting. The UMW holds an annual rummage sale which provides financial
support for church projects. 1T dbvemp

a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global
mi ni st r i efsmoreifurmafiodrplease see heddMW webkite gldm-umc.org/umw/ .

srvumc.org
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Mends Faith Sharing
Every Saturday Morning (except 3" Sat), 8:00-10:00am
Contact: Lee Roush, 820-6872

All men are welcome to share in this rewarding experience over a light breakfast. Call Lee to find out
more about this churchoés | ongest runni

Mends Breakfast Group
Meeting Days: 3" Saturday of the manth, 8:00am, Wesley Center, (cost $5)
Contact: Dean McWilliams, 837-0871, osisl0@aol.com

All Methodist men are invited to a hearty breakfast and good fellowship. This group has a rotating
speaker format with fellowship and fun
include:
eAnnual men's camping retreathsat the
time for great outdoor meals, good fellowship and plenty of opportunities for fishing and hiking.
Please let Horace Crawford know if you plan to attend, herawford@aol.com or 337-8330.

o Annual early fall Golf Tournament at Boundary Oaks in Walnut Creek. A Men and Ladies Invitational.
e Annual All Church / Ladies Invited Christmas Breakfast event with Santa Claus.

Womenodos Retreat
Contact: Karen Steffy, B48-2919. buckndear @yahoo.com, Beth Lewis, 735-3538. marbeth@comeast.net

A Womends Retreat is held every year u
attended a retreat, please make this your first year. You will come away refreshed and renewed with
new friends and a closer relationship to God.

srvumec.org
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Sierra Service Project

S&?% The Sierra Service Project provides teenagers and young adults with weeklong service
%) opportunities on Native American reservation and rancherias. Please see Youth Ministries
pages 24-26 for additional information.

Amor Ministries

- Non-denominational Amor Ministries is dedicated to serving the local churches in Mexico
by building homes and churches and increasing cross-cultural understanding. Please
« see Youth Ministries (pages 18) for additional information.

Heifer Project International (HPI)

~ The Heifer project is a self-help program established to alleviate world hunger. Needy
/J/I-IEIFER' families throughout the world are provided with breeding livestock. These animals provide
pmwesdif ami |l i es the opportunity to suppol

are for HPl. Volunteers also wark at their educational centers during the spring animal birthing season.

Wesley Youth Home
Wesley Youth Home is an agency that provides specialized care and support services for at-

<
ﬂﬁk risk girls ages |0-17. Located in Concord, they provide a home for six resident girls. Groups

WYE and individuals within our church provide support to Wesley Youth by volunteering time and
donating items such as holiday gift baskets. Contact: Sara Ardell, Wesley Youth Homes, 426-8861.

Contra Costa Interfaith Housing

Contra Costa Interfaith Housing (CCIH) provides a service-enriched housing program. supported by an
interdenominational faith community, which enables families to become self-sufficient and to maintain
permanent housing. In January of 2005 our congregation participated in Adopt-A-Unit and supplied one
housing unit with needed household and furniture items. CCIH still has a need for volunteers to assist
with various community activities.

srvumc.org
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Bible school, through assistance with help on the facilities (painting, sprinkler systems, lighting), and
through clothing drives. A Holiday Tamales Sale, with homemade tamales sold within SRVUMC also helps

to support the operating expenses of the Salinas church.

Mt. Diablo and Oakland Habitat for Humanity ¥ Habitat for Humanity

Habitat for Humanity International (HfH) is an ecumenical Christian housing organization that helps low-
income families build decent affordable homes they can own. Our local affiliate, Mt. Diablo Habitat for
Humanity (MDHfH), started in 1990 and has built 30 homes. Construction is underway for four new
homes in Antioch. Construction began in the spring for five Habitat homes in Pittsburg. Plans are
underway for a |0 house project in Bay Point. Homes will benefit deserving families who currently live in
substandard, overcrowded, or overpriced housing. An ongoing Habitat site in Oakland can use
volunteers also. Both skilled and unskilled valunteers are welcome. SRVUME entered a covenant
relationship with Mt Diablo Habitat for Humanity in 2001 to provide prayers, volunteers and financial
contributions. Consider helping on site. Weekday volunteers are needed. Volunteers are accepted with
or without construction skills, as skills are taught daily by Site Supervisors and Crew leaders. Call 925-
288-0112 Ext 13 or complete an online volunteer application form at www.mtdiablohabitat.org to schedule
a volunteer day.

Guatemala Mission Trip

A United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) trip whose main purpose is to assist with the Salud y
Paz Medical Clinic serving the poor Mayan population in Guatemala where thousands are unable to afford
reqular health care. The dream of Salud y Paz is to:

o [Ireatand cure chronic diseases and malnutrition
o Begin comprehensive dental care
o Institute educational programs of nutrition, prenatal care, and disease prevention
o Show the people they are of value, worth, and ability
Volunteers to assist with the medical needs, educational needs, and construction needs are welcomed.

Contact: Lyn Arscott, 820-2095

srvumec.org
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ChristCare Small GroupF h i n k 0 S nidall fupsT h C—Ev Fal l

ChristCare small groups are usually comprised of B-12 peaple who meet together gither ==
weekly or twice a month. While each group will have a unique focus, all groups will engage in four
essentials: Support and Nurture, Worship and Prayer, Biblical Equipping, and Missional Service in addition
to the core activity of the group. With a trained ChristCare leader, this small-group experience deepens
your experience of God, builds friendships in lasting community, and leads the way in serving others.

Young Couples

Type: Couples Groupf Discussionfi Funfi Fellowship

Focus: Fellowship, Reading, and Discussion. Explore your faith while building relationships.
Ist and 3rd Tuesdays 6.30-9:00pm. Kennedy Home, 108 Shadewell Dr., Danville 94506
Leader: Adam Kennedy, 743-3717, adamkennedy@sbcglobal.net

Yungradul t coupl es s onwehteiemeds fgeeetl itnhga ta roa ue
congregations. Her e iwsh eae | cehrasnéc ei nt oC hcroi
Here is a chance to grow spiritually through study and discussion with others of common interests.

Here is a chance to celebrate the togetherness you and your mate share.

Sunday Youth Groups: You Are Here (YAH) and A Fire Inside (AFI)

Type: Youth Group

Focus: Teenage Fun & Faith Group, 9thA 12th Grades

Sundays 4:00-6:00pm. Sep. 28-end of school year, includes dinner, YAH: Room 205, AFl: Room 202
YAH Leaders: Michael Stephenson and Heather Sallee, 648-2984, hacoffman@aol.com

AFl Leaders: Linda Jimerson, 736-4293 lindajimerson@comeast.net and Brian Stephenson, 743-1105

sundevilsc@yahoo.com

Awesome youth having an awesome time enjoying an awesome happening!

srvumc.org
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Grad / Alumni ChristCare

Type: Young Adult

Focus: Youth Group Gradsf Young Adults Age 18f23 or so (drop ins are welcome)
Sundays I:00-3:00pm, starting September 28, 2008

leaders: Michael Stephenson and Will Valdriz

Small group intimate and confidential discussion of various current, spiritual and personal topics.
Exploration of personal spiritual belief. Diversity is welcomed and respected.

Waffles (Women Abotf&liothshimughtdEntertainment)
Type: Wo mBroopd s

Focus: Christian Women Having Fun

Wednesday evenings, two per month. Some Saturday events. Location varies.
leader: Sally Andrew, 831-3763. sgandrew@comcast.net

This is a discussion and fun group for women. Enjoy a variety of outings and events. Take part in
stimulating discussions. Join in having plain old good fun with other women.

Big Boys Club

Type: M e Funcbreup

Focus: Men exploring their faith while having fun building friendships.
Wednesdays 7:30 3:00pm Location varies

Leader: Bill Van Bezey, 838-4104, vanboneye[@sbcglobal.net

This is a group for men in the midst of raising and providing for their families who meet in the spirit of
camaraderie. Mixed in with the fun will be a spiritual itinerary of contemporary subjects. We will start
the book Men of Faith, and look at one man each week. One Wednesday per month we will have a strictly
fun event. Past fun events have included a: Road Rally, Chili Cook-off, and Foos-ball Tournament.
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Angel Tree %%
During the Christmas season,
clients who are in need of our help and generosity during the holiday season. The gift
suggestions are written on O0Angel
Volunteers are needed to support this project. Assistance is needed to work with the agencies to
develop the gift Iist,
help is also required for delivery of gifts. If you would like to assist with this project or for questions,
please contact the church office. For those wanting to provide gifts to those in need, watch for Angel
Tree announcements as the holiday season approaches.

Project ¥ Linus

Pro ij’\S urtty) Through Blankets

Blankets for Project LINUS
The United Methodist Women (UMW) provide blankets to seriously ill or traumahzad children in the area.
Participants work with a chapter coordinator for East Bay/Contra Costa/ Alameda Counties. All styles of
new, handmade (quilted, tied, knitted, crocheted, fleece, etc) and washable blankets are accepted.

Contact: Martha Kitajima, 735-1862

Support Homeless Families through Shelter Inc.

There are many people in Contra Costa County who are in need of food and shelter each night. Shelter
Inc. provides food, shelter, and case management services to adults with the custodial care of minor
children, who find themselves without the resources to access housing for their families.

SRVUMC volunteers to supply meals and miscellaneous supplies for the Martinez shelter during one week
each spring. Volunteers are required to prepare and serve meals.

The Salinas Hispanic Fellgfishipchool Center

The SHF is located in an economically depressed community that faces a myriad of social problems. The
churchdés outreach ministry places
homework assistance and a safe haven where children receive positive reinforcement and
encouragement. We support SHF in a variety of ways, through donations and assistance with vacation

srvumc.org
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z UNITED METHODIST
g

UMVIM VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION

The United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM)

strives to provide mission opportunities in construction/reconstruction, disaster relief, medical,
connectional and educational venues that will enable the persons volunteering to do mission service, and,
the persons to whom they are in covenant relationships with, to progress along their faith journey,

with simplicity, authenticity, and relevancy. UMVIM provides local, national and global opportunities.
Recent opportunities have included:

o Lonstruction/reconstruction hurricane relief trips to the U.S. Gulf Coast Region.
o Lonstruction trips to Macedonia.

o Medical and construction trips to Guatemala.

Loaves and Fishes
Time: 3™ Monday of the month
Contact: Vin Hirsch, 820-0520

Loaves and Fishes has become the largest server of meals to the hungry in Contra Costa County.
Volunteers gather every 3rd Monday for preparation of lunch at the central catering kitchen in Pittsburg
and the serving of lunch at a Bay Point location. They meet at the church at 8:30am, carpool together,
and return by |:30pm.

Loaves

& fishes

The Souper Center
Time: 3" Thursday of the month
Contact: Julie Dastic, 837-6847

The Souper Center provides a daily noontime meal to low income/homeless persons. On the 3"
Thursday of every month, volunteers from our church travel to the Souper Center to prepare
sandwiches and serve lunch. Volunteers meet at the church at 3:30am. carpool to the center together,
and return around I:30pm. Participate one time or on an ongoing basis.

I ——
srvumec.org
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Nature Adventures

Type: Saturday Hiking and Outing Group

Focus: Finding God in nature

Znd and 4th Saturdays 3:30am to mid-afternoon, meet at church parking lot

Leaders: Bill VanBezey, 838-4104, vanboneye@sbcglobal.net, Bart Jacobi, 837-7998, lebart@prodigy.net

Everyone is welcome to enjoy Godds
urban settings. However, several out of the area hikes are scheduled that will require all day. Each year
we also do one or two weekend trips. Each hike may have a specific focus of the day i birds, vistas,
geology, animal life, or simply the beauty of it all. The hikes are generally easy to moderate in difficulty.
Members bring their own water, snacks and lunches

ChristCare Visitors

Type: Christian Service

Focus: Friendly visits to those who are hospitalized or confined to home.
Znd Wednesdays 3:00am, Lamm Hall

leader: Suzanne Stephens, 820-8249, suzzst@aol.com

Group members visit those who are unable to be as closely associated with our congregation as they once
were due to illness, age, or other
the bouguets used in Sunday services with those who might be in need of care and remembrance. The
once-a-month Christ Care Group meeting will provide fellowship, support and spiritual nurturing to those
making the visits.

Stepping Out in Community
Type: Faith into Action

Focus: Acts of kindness in community

Wednesdays 7:00pm. location TBD or home-based

srvumc.org
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Leader: Joanne Van Bezey, 838-4104, tealeyesol@sbcglobal.net
Support group for United Methodists in volunteer positions in the community. We meet to discuss what Hospital Visitors

opportunities exist in the community, and how to participate. We will share what we are doing, and how to Friendly folks who visit church people when in the hospital. Contact: Kim Kuenzinger, 8391218
incorporate our faith into these volunteer positions. Networking between different churches and non-

profit organizations will be encouraged. We will incorporate topics from "Faith Link" into our activities.

Step out and discover how you can help to transform our community! Opportunities In Mission
Mission Council
Ma Ma Sisterhood Meeting Dates: 3 Tuesday of the month, 7:00-3:00pm
Ty Womends Faith Sharing Contact: Lyn Arscott, 820-2095
Focus: Growing Spiritually and Building Community The Mission Council is responsible for the overall direction, coordination and sponsorship of our Mission
Mondays 3:30 &1:00am, Wesley Center Room 207 Program. The Mission Council defines our church vision for mission wark and develops a plan to make

our vision a reality. This council supports UMCOR and many other agencies and partners in the support
of those in need. The council also supports members of the congregation who see a need and would like

Leader: Jane Lang, 939-2424, jane_lang@sbcglobal.net

Additional: Child care provided to organize a Mission project. The council can help in providing funding, connection to volunteers and
As busy women, it is easy to et our own needs slip to the back burner. This group focuses on taking a can help with project communication. If you would like to participate in this council or would like to talk
deep breath, and starting the week with a spiritual perspective. This group includes interesting about starting a mission program, please call Ron Dunn at the church office.

discussions, guided meditation, mission service, devotional readings and bible study. Come join us as we
discuss ideas, build friendships and grow spiritually.

UMCOR

The United Methodist Committee on Relief ¢ ‘
Women of the Night (in the best sense of the word) (UMCOR) is the not-for-profit global (‘UJ\I('OR United Methodist Committee on Relief
Type: Wo mEroopd s humanitarian aid organization of the United

Methodist Church. UMCOR is working in more than 80 countries worldwide, including the United States.
The UMCOR mission is to alleviate human suffering-whether caused by war, conflict or natural disaster,
with open hearts and minds to all people.

Focus: Spiritual Formationf Faith Sharing
Ist and 3rd Mondays 7:00-8:30pm. Fireside Room. Next session starts Oct. Gth

Leader: Dawn Boyd, 836-0243, dboyd Esrvumc.org UMCOR responds to natural or civil disasters that are interruptions of such magnitude that they

This group is for women who work outside the home or whose schedule makes a daytime group overwhelm a community's ability to recover on its own. Our church supports UMCOR and their relief
difficult. We endeavor to deepen our faith through study, worship, sharingg Ne x t t ext i s 0 efforts through financial support, through volunteers in mission, and by providing relief packages, (e.g.
Hal f of Li fed b y-sinnmgauthot Auelesdrdien. Ts eullectnmfo p o | o g i flood buckets or school kits).

teachings, reflections and stories from around the world helps us consider who we are at midlife

srvumec.org srvumc.org
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Service Opportunities

Stephen Ministry

g0y Stephen Ministers are members of SRVUMC who have gone through 50 hours of training in
B4 providing high-quality Christian care to individuals experiencing a crisis or challenge such as
divorce, grief, loss of a job, hospitalization, relocation, loneliness, etc.  Stephen Ministers are not
therapists, but are persons with special gifts for caring ministry who can use those gifts to bring love
and support to people in need. Stephen Ministers are each assigned a care receiver and meet with that
care receiver for about an hour a week. This caring relationship will last for as long as the care

receiver needs it

How does Stephen Ministry work?

A person may request a Stephen Minister through the Pastors or through Shirley Stephenson, Stephen
Ministry Referrals Coordinator. The Pastors or Shirley will talk with that person and help determine
whether Stephen Ministry is the kind of care that person needs. Shirley then prayerfully matches that
person with one of our available Stephen Ministers. The Stephen Minister will then call that person and
begin meeting with him or her. Everything a care receiver says to his or her Stephen Minister is kept
confidential. The Stephen Minister does not try to solve problems; rather, he or she listens, cares, prays.
and helps the care receiver find his or her path to healing and wholeness.

Contact: Ron Dunn, Heather Hammer, 837-0243 or Shirley Stephenson, 820-0513 to request a Stephen
Minister. To learn more about becoming a part of the Stephen Minister Team, contact Stephen Ministry

Leader Barb McWilliams, 837-0971 or Horace Crawford, 937-8330.

Neighborhood Network: Circles of Connection and Love

All church members and constituents are divided geographically into neighborhoods. Each neighborhood
has a leader who is responsible for making contact with the households to foster friendship, care, and
concern for one another. This may take the form of support in times of need. assistance in integrating
into the life of the church. and occasional social gatherings. Anyone interested in becoming a
Neighborhood Leader, or assisting a leader., please call Anne Burk, 946-1192.

srvumec.org
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and recover the great dream we have for our lives. She suggests we can achieve the three principles
that should inform the second half of life, generativity, intimacy and creativity, by performing daily

the threecross-c ul t ur al tasks which she call
intention, expressing gratitude and performing at least one life-affirming action. Discussion will be

based on reading between meetings. All women are invited.

Meditation Group

Type: Open to all adults

Focus: Spiritual Formation-Discussion-Using Meditation Techniques
Wednesdays 10:30am, Wesley Rm. 202

Leader: Lillian Baker-Holleman, 7a4-3802, lillianbh4@comcast.net

Guided meditation is a way to listen to God using Scripture or other devotional material. We will meet
weekly, caring, sharing, and worshiping. If you are not familiar with quided meditation come and gain a
wonderful experience drawing closer to the Creator. We will share resources and personal experiences
of the practice.

Wesley Writers

Type: Writerds Workshop

Focus: Support and encouragement for those who want to express themselves in writing
Will meet bi-weekly, days and location TBD

leader: Brad Stribling, 838-2601, brad stribling@msn.com

This group will offer support, encouragement and accountability for those who want to express
themselves in writing. For the writer seeking to publish this group will investigate and share publishing
venues. For the writer writing for self and family, the group will provide a safe place for encouragement.

]
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Living the Questions: Applying Faith to Life (Part One)
Type: Christian Discipleship

Focus: Disciple Formation

Wednesdays 12:00 Noonfi I:30pm, Fireside Room

Part One: September 77iNovember 19. Part Two: JanuaryfiMarch (TBD)
Leader: Ron Dunn, 837-5253, rdunn@srvume.org

While it is tempting to try to define the Christian life in black and white, either/or terms, there is great

value in learning to approach the matter of faith with more questions than absolute answers. LTl is an

opportunity to explore some of the great mysteries of our faith with the assistance of several noted
scholars, authors, teachers and pastor
Bi ble Seriouslyo to o0Thinking Theol ogi
more questions than answers about your faith and have been eager to explore just where those

questions might lead, this small group experience will provide an opportunity to do just that.

Living the Questions

Type: Christian Beliefs

Focus: Theological Discussion and Discovery

Ist and 3rd Thursdays, 7:00 9:00pm, Host home in San Ramon

Leader: Dave Holleman, 755-8414, davidholleman@comeastnet

This group is in process of exploring those Living the Questions sessions not covered in the recent six
week Lenten Series. The LT0 sessions are scheduled to be completed by November B, 2008. See above for
more information on the topic. Future discussion material is to be determined.

Invitation to the Bildee ¢ Page &5 for description of

srvumec.org
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Archangel Bells and Chimes
Rehearsals: Thursdays 4:00-5:30pm, Room 102, Starts September I, 2008
Directors: Winnie Stribling, 838-2601, and Floy Blair, 335-4280

Bells for youth in grades 4-3, Chimes for youth in grades 1-2. Will perform Znd Sunday of the month at
9:30 service when ready.

Seraphim Choir
Rehearsals: Thursdays 4-4-4apm, Room 206
Directors: Aimee Knese, 914-1682, Suzanne Stephens, 820-8243

This is a wonderful music opportunity for children in I* and 2nd grade. These youngsters learn to love
music and sing the last Sunday of the month in worship at the 9:30 service. Starts September 4, 2008.

Cherubim Choir
Rehearsals: Thursdays 4:43-5:30pm, Room 206
Directors: Aimee Knese, 314-1682, Suzanne Stephens, 820-8243

The Cherubs are children ages 3 years and 9 months through kindergarten. These youngsters sing the
|last Sunday of the month when ready at our 9:30 worship service. Starts September 4, 2008.

]
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Music Ministries

Chancel Choir
Rehearsals: Thursdays 7:30-9:00pm, Choir Room
Director: Bruce Koliha, 380-06435, beesk@aol.com

This soprano, alto, tenor and bass choir sings a variety of wonderful sacred choral literature each
Sunday except the 3rd at the 8:15 and 3:30 worship services. They also sing several holy days, special
services and concerts throughout the year. New members always welcome. Starts August 28, 2008.

Youth Choir
Rehearsals: Sundays B:13-7:30pm, Choir Room
Director: David Huff

For youth in grades B-12, this is a fun choir that teaches singing in parts. The Youth Choir sings the 3rd
Sunday of the month at the 8:15 and 3:30 worship services.

Middle School Bells
Rehearsals: Sundays 3-Bpm, Room 102

Director: Kelly Benjamson, 798-1393

For youth in grades B-8. Will perform occasionally in worship services when ready. Begins January, 2009.

Archangel Voices
Rehearsals: Thursdays 4:00-4:30pm, Choir Room, Starts September 11, 2008

Director: Kelly Benjamson, 798-1393
For youth in grades 3-0. They sing the Znd Sunday of the month at the 3:30 worship service.

srvumec.org
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Support Groups

Groups form periodically to support people in particular circumstances. For example, for parents of adult
children with mental illness, for widows and widowers, for parents who have lost a child, or for care-
givers of loved ones. Contact: Heather Hammer or Dawn Boyd (837-0243)

Young Adult Ministries (YAM)

YAM ChristCare (A§e8 t8 so)
Sundays :00-3:00pm. Room 206, Resumes September 28, 2008

This is a small group for young adults that will meet weekly to discuss current issues in their lives and
explore their spirituality. Drop-ins are welcome. Facilitators: Michael Stephenson and Will Valdriz.

YAM in Mission

The young adult group is planning its first annual YAM mission trip for Summer 2009. Details will follow.

YAM Gatherings

Annual Thanksgiving gathering to be held at Starbucks of Danville. Date and time TBA. This is a time to
reconnect with friends from the youth group.

srvumc.org



ngE¢San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church

Youth Ministries
YOUTH HOT({9RE): 837 5243 x 112
For Current Weekly Events O Updated every Friday

Groups

Youth High school Christ Care GROUP #1: YOU ARRHERE (Grades 9
(pen for new members

Facilitators: Heather Sallee and Michael Stephenson

Sundays from 4:00 -6:00pm with pizza to follow.

Youth High school Christ Care GROUP #2: A FIRE-IRFIDE (Grades 9
(pen for new members
Facilitators: Linda Jimerson and Brian Stephenson

Sundays from 4:00 -B:00pm  with pizza to follow.

Freshmen Small Gr8gpa@e)

A group just for freshmen to get to know our church friends and grow in our faith together. Includes
meal or snacks and fun; meets in homes. Meets once/quarter.

Times and days of the month to be determined. Coordinator: TBA
Contact: Michael Stephenson for more information, 837-5243 xI08

Sophomore Small Gréigpgde)

A group just for sophomores to get to know our church friends and grow in our faith together. Includes
meal or snacks and fun; meets in homes. Meets once/quarter.

Times and days of the month to be determined. Coordinator: TBA
Contact: Michael Stephenson for more information, 837-5243 xI08

srvumec.org
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for families to reconnect and enjoy the fellowship of their larger church family.

Contact: Michael Stephenson, 837-0243 XI08

The Mystery Trip

This trip will be for grades B- 12.
Wher e: Candot tell (i tds a secret!). P
Date: Easter break 2009

Cost: TBA

Contact: Michael Stephenson, 837-0243 XI08

Back to Zion 2009

Dates: 8/13/09-8/18/09

For those entering B-13th Grade (I3thfi just graduated seniors). Capacity: Lots!
Location: Zion National Park, Southern Utah

Cost: TRD

Contact: Michael Stephenson, 837 5243 xI08

This trip was a hit three years ago. We will drive to Reno, spend the night and fly the next day to Las

Vegas where we will drive to Springdal
Landing and explore this beautiful canyon. Our final destination before flying home wil be the New York,

New York Roller Coaster in Las Vegas.

Remember that sponsorships are always available and confidential. . . Please talk to Michael Stephenson if there is a need.

srvumc.org
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Youth Fall Retreat
September 13-21, 2008

This event is usually held at the beautiful Monte Toyon Conference and Retreat Center in Aptos, California
near Santa Cruz. This is the kick off event for our youth program and generally all youth try to get to

~

this one. |l tds a bl ast.

Freshman Kiddapn 6t tel |l you when or whereébut

Middle school and high school skizrgpadés)
Dates: February 27fiMarch |, 2009

Homewood, California in Lake Tahoe at the Noel Porter Lodge

High School Conference Youth Event CYE

A senior high youth event that <chall en
Dates Date for fall 2008 TBA (might be at our church this year)

Contact: Michael Stephenson, 837-0243 XIO8

Junior High CYE

A junior high Conference wide youth event.
Dates: Dates for Spring 2009 TBA

Contact: Michael Stephenson, 837-0243 XIO8

AllChurch Retreat
Dates: May Ifi 3, 2009

This is a camp for not only youth and their families but also the entire church. We hold this special
annual retreat at the Monte Toyon Conference and Retreat Center in beautiful Aptos, CA. This is a chance

srvumec.org
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Junior Small Group (11th grade)

A group just for juniors to get to know our church friends and grow in our faith together. Includes meal
or snacks and fun; meets in homes. Meets once/quarter.

Times and days of the month to be determined. Coordinator: TRA
Contact: Michael Stephenson for more information, 837-0243 xI08

Youth Choir (GradEz)6

Our SRVUME youth choir meets every Sunday during the school year from B:1a-7:30pm in the choir
room. The choir will perform every 3rd Sunday at the 8:15 and 3:30 worship services.

David Huff- Director, Contact: Sue Turley, 383-0963

Middle School Bell Choir (G3ades 6
Sundays a-6pm during the school year.
This group will perform several times throughout the year.

Kelly Benjamson-Director, Contact: Michael Stephenson for more information, 837-0243, XI08

SRVUMC Liturgical Dance Groupl@rades 6

Wednesdays a-6pm in Wesley Center to rehearse.

Performance dates and times will be announced.

Heather Sallee-Choreographer, Contact: Michael Stephenson for more information, 837-5243, XI08

Tutor and Homework time (gi&jes 6
Wednesdays 4:00 -53:30pm in Wesley Center.

Find a quiet place at church or sitin the youth room and listen to music while you get your homework
done. Computers will be available This is perfect for the youth that would like to get the homework done
and stay for dinner and youth group. Tutor Kate Reed of our congregation is available for help in math

srvumc.org
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B grade thru calculus, We may be offering English tutoring as well beginning fall 2008. Contact: Michael
Stephenson for more information, 837-5243, XI08

Middle and High School UMYF (United Methodist Youth Fellowst
Fun, Fellowship, Dutings, Discussion
Wednesdays B:0088:00pm, Wesley Center, Youth Rooms, dinner includedfiasking $3 donation

Counselors: Various parents and adult chaperones.

Senior High Sunday (might happen any day of the week though!)

This senior high group will meet periodically and do something fun! Dates and times TBA. We may go to
San Francisco, to a movie or on a hike.

Coordinator: Susan Donatelli , 932-3454

Middle School Sunday (might happen any day of the week though!)

This middle schoal group will meet one periodically and do something fun! Dates and times TBA. We may
go to San Francisco, to a movie or on a hike.

Coordinator: TBA. Contact: Michael Stephenson for more information 837 9243 XI08

Mission Trips

Our youth group does mission work throughout the year locally, nationally and internationally. Local
examples are: 30 hour Famine, Tri-Valley food drive, Adopt a troop, Compassion International and
supporting Glide Memorial Church in San Francisco. Mission trips include:

Katrina Relief (12/27E309)

This wil/l be the fourth year that wedl
be going to New Orleans, LA-French Quarter. Team leader: Michael Stephenson, 837-0243 xI08
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Registration for all Summer 2009 mission trigs will begin in fall Z008. Due to the SSF registration
timeling, all SSP registration farms must be completed by December 2008 for 2009 summer trips.

Amor Ministries 2009 (Ju&,ZD09)
For those entering: 9™ &12th and some grads

Non-denominational Amor Ministries is dedicated to serving the local churches in Mexico by building
homes and churches and increasing cross-cultural understanding. While building a home from the
ground up, you will have an opportunity to connect with the people of the community.

Sierra Service Project (SSP) Native American experience
July 12/18, 2009 (Tentative) Site TRA
For those entering: 9™ (Confirmation Class)

Sierra Service Project (SSP) is a non-profit organization providing life-changing experiences through
acts of service repairing Native American homes or homes in urban areas. High school youth and young
adults are invited to experience the profound power of serving people who have a culture and life
experience different from their own.

Middle School in Mission (Project and dates TBA)

For those entering: 68" grades. A small number of Junior counselors, (those entering 10% thru 13®
grades), will be needed for this trip. A great way to prepare a middle school students for the high school
mission experience. Sierra Service Project has added a new junior high component.

Events and Trips

Youth Summer Camps

There are several camps that are offered through the Cal-Nev Conference of the United Methodist
Church. The dates of these camps are available now and can be found on the conference website at
www.cnumc.org. These camps are offered to elementary, middle school and high school age youth.
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